There are many varieties of methods for ventilation, and there is no single one that can be regarded as the best for all cases; but in arranging the method to be pursued in any particular case, various circumstances may require to be taken into account, such as
(1)    The uses to which the apartments or spaces have jbo be applied.
(2)    The  number  of individuals   commonly  or  occasionally occupying them.
(3)    The requirements and means for warming and lighting them.
(4)    The requirements for ventilation at different seasons of the year.
The source of the motive power for producing ventilation is in the vast majority of instances the ascent of heated air, whether naturally or artificially produced. In hot weather, or in warm climates, ventilation is often attained by the simple method of opening windows or other apertures widely, and trusting to the breezes, or yet more gentle motions, of the external atmosphere, for the attainment of the requisite change of air. This may be called natural ventilation; and as the winds and breezes of the atmosphere are due wholly to differences of temperature at different parts of the earth and atmosphere, the change of air even in this case is to be traced ultimately to the ascent of heated masses of air.
In ordinary dwelling houses, fires burned for the primary purpose of attaining warmth afford incidentally likewise a source of motive power which is a most important means for promoting ventilation.
The fires are constantly withdrawing by their chimneys the air from the apartments, and the flow of air which may thence be attained can easily be made by proper arrangements to suffice in ordinary cases for very good ventilation. What is mainly re-quired consists simply in the providing of properly formed and properly placed apertures for the admission of air under the in-drawing tendency of the heated chimney. This may usually be advantageously effected by having a large aperture formed in a wall of the room at a convenient place near the ceiling, and adapted for receiving air from the hall, passage, or staircase, and by aid of some guiding woodwork or other means adapted for shooting it ,